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Forbidden
Identity



Forbidden Identity

Forbidden Identity explores the personal struggle of a Deaf
child growing up in a hearing world; denied access to British

Sign Language and a Deaf community.

Using street dance, tutting, mime, and sign language, Billy
collaborated with Deaf dancers Ariel Fung and Ben Randall to
create the piece, with narrative support and mentorship from
Deaf Theatre maker, Brian Duffy and directed by Johnny Autin

(Autin Dance Theatre.)



About Us

Born in Walsall, Billy became profoundly Deaf at
the age of three. Growing up, he showed a keen
interest in music and art. At age eleven Billy first
tried out music, and played drums in the school

band.





It wasn't until the age of 21 that Billy discovered
his talent for dance. Already a big Michael

Jackson fan, Billy started to learn all of MJ's
moves from YouTube videos, and became a

self-taught MJ impersonator. Despite no formal
training, Billy utilised his self-taught skills to

start down the path of becoming a dancer and
an artist, forming his own Deaf dance crew, and

travelling the world networking with other
professional Deaf dancers.



 

Billy is a fresh, exciting choreographer, and an
inspiring teacher of dance

Billy Read

Deaf Explorer
Deaf Explorer reveals the as-yet unheard world of artists.



We transform the autonomy and destiny of D/deaf artists. We forge radical

approaches and creative opportunities to produce contemporary D/deaf culture.



Deaf Explorer are the producers of Forbidden Identity.

@deafexplorerhttps://deafexplorer.com/

@defmotionhttps://www.billyreaddancer.com/

https://www.facebook.com/deafexplorers
https://deafexplorer.com/
https://www.facebook.com/defmotion
https://deafexplorer.com/


Production Information

P e o p l e  o n  T o u r :   3  P e r f o r m e r s ,  1  S t a g e  M a n a g e r ,  1  B S L  I n t e r p r e t e r

S p a c e  R e q u i r e m e n t :  W i d t h :  1 0  m e t r e  /  D e p t h :  1 0  m e t r e .
                                 S u i t a b l e  f o r  g r a s s  +  c o n c r e t e  s u r f a c e s .

S e t :  3  s m a l l  b l a c k  s t o o l s

G e t - i n  t i m e :  1 0  m i n u t e s   G e t - o u t  t i m e :  1 0  m i n u t e s

W a r m  u p  r e q u i r e m e n t s :  P e r f o r m e r s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a  w a r m  u p  s p a c e  a n d  d r e s s i n g  r o o m  1
h o u r  p r i o r  t o  p e r f o r m a n c e .

W e a t h e r :  T h e  d a n c e r s  c a n n o t  p e r f o r m  i n  h e a v y  r a i n  a s  t h i s  w i l l  c a u s e  i n j u r y  t o  t h e
t e a m .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  b a d  w e a t h e r ,  p e r f o r m e r s  w i l l  s e e k  o u t  a  c o v e r e d  s p a c e  ( w h e r e
a v a i l a b l e )  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  t o o  b a d  t h e n  t h e
s h o w  w i l l  e i t h e r  b e  p o s t p o n e d  u n t i l  t h e  w e a t h e r  i m p r o v e s  o r  c a n c e l l e d .

R u n n i n g  t i m e :  2 0  m i n u t e  s t a t i c  p e r f o r m a n c e .  C a n  b e  p e r f o r m e d  u p  t o  2  t i m e s  p e r  d a y ,
w i t h  a  m i n i m u m  o f  2  h o u r s  b e t w e e n  e a c h  p e r f o r m a n c e .  C a n  b e  v i e w e d  f r o m  3  s i d e s .

A u d i e n c e  c a p a c i t y :  1 0 0 - 2 5 0  –  s m a l l  s c a l e

S o u n d :  W e  r e q u i r e  2  x  P A  S p e a k e r s  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  s o u n d  t o  c o v e r  a u d i e n c e  a t  a l l
l e v e l s  a n d  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  a r e a .  T h e  s o u n d  i s  o p e r a t e d  b y  o u r  S t a g e  M a n a g e r .

I n s u r a n c e :  D e a f  E x p l o r e r  i s  f u l l y  r i s k  a s s e s s e d  a n d  h a s  p u b l i c  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e .  

P a r k i n g :  W e  r e q u i r e  s p a c e s  f o r  2  c a r s .

A c c e s s i b i l i t y :  A u d i o  D e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  E a s y  R e a d  P r o g r a m m e  N o t e s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e
v i a  a  Q R  C o d e  a n d  c a n  b e  p r i n t e d  a n d  d i s p l a y e d  a t  y o u r  v e n u e  i f  r e q u i r e d .



Contact Us

Deaf Explorer - Rachael Veazey
                              rachaelv@deafexplorer.com

                              Annalise Cowan
                              annalise@deafexplorer.com
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